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Air is very important for the living things. People and
p!la_nts as well as the animals need air to live. No
living things would be able to survive without air for

more than a few minutes. Not only this, air carries .

sound-waves. Without it, we would not be able to
hear music, dogs barking, people talking or any other
sound in fact. Air also helps things to move. It moves
sail-boats across a lake and turns around the blades of
windmills in grassy fields. It is also used to fly kites,
blow bubbles, inflate balls etc. We use air in a
number of ways even without thinking about it. Most
importantly, the air in our atmosphere protect our
planet earth from the harmful rays of the sun and its
intense heat. Air is made up of a number of gases. Of
these, nitrogen and oxygen arc the most important
gases in the air. Nitrogen makes up about 78 percent
of all the gases in the air while oxygen, a colourless,
orderless and tasteless gas, makes up about 21
percent of the air. 8
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